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Military Male This Institution was opened in 1789. Prior to its
Orphan Asylum, formation a Charity School existed in Madras, in con-
nection with St. Mary's Church, which provided for the education
and support of a limited number of the orphans of Europeans in India,
without reference to the professions of the parents of the orphans.
On the 14th March 1786, the Court of Directors in their general letter
to the Government of this Presidency, took occasion to speak approv-
ingly of a plan which had been set on foot at Calcutta, for the edu-
cation of the orphan children of that settlement, and recommended
its adoption at Madras. On receiving these instructions, Sir Archi-
bald Campbell, then President in Council of Fort St. George, com-
municated with the Ministers and Churchwardens on the subject, and
a vestry was held on the 13th July 1787, when a Committee was
formed to consider on the most eligible plan for providing for the re-
lief of " orphan and other distressed male children of the military
belonging to the Madras establishment," an asylum already exist-
ing for the maintenance of female orphans*
The first step taken by the Committee was to obtain a retem of the
number of boys on the coast, who might be considered " objects of
the proposed institution." This was found to be 230. It was then
ascertained that the support and education of each boy, calculating
on the experience of the actual cost of supporting the seminaries al-
ready established, (the charity schools at the Presidency, Trichino-
poly, &c.,) would be ten Rupees a month. Although certain of the
liberal support of Government, the Committee thought that the pro-
posed asylum should not be purely a Government institution, but that
the public who were mainly to benefit by it, should be called upon to
contribute towards its maintenance. Subscription lists were accord-
ingly opened : contributions flowed in from all directions, and a suf-
ficient amount having been collected, Government were asked to de-
fray one-half of the expenses of maintaining each boy, the commu-
nity undertaking to make up the other half. The President in Coun-
cil cheerfully acquiesced, but the provision was limited to one hun-
dred boys for the time, being. The buildings then known as the
Egmore redoubt, were placed at the disposal of the Committee, and
%e Madras Male Orphan Asylum was opened in 1789, under the
superintendence of Dr. Andrew Bell, known to the world as the au-
thor of the system of education which bears his name.
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